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STAFF 


FULL-TIME  PART-TIME 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  (who  is  also 

School  Medical  Officer)  ...  ...  1  - 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
(who  is  also  Assistant  School  Medi¬ 
cal  Officer)  .  ...  ...  1  ~ 

Consultant  Obstetrician  and  Gynae¬ 
cologist  ...  ...  .  ■■  —  1 

Health  Visitors  ...  ...  ...  2  1 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  ...  ...  1 

*Sanitary  Inspectors  ...  ...  ...  1 


Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  (unquali¬ 
fied)  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  1 

Chief  Clerk  .  1 

Clerks  ...  ...  ••  •••  3 


*One  Sanitary  Inspector  left  at  the  end  of  1943  and  was 
not  replaced  at  the  end  of  1945.  An  additional 
Sanitary  Inspector  was  appointed  in  May,  1946. 


HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 

TOWN  HALL, 

SCARBOROUGH, 

31st  AUGUST,  1946. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  report  on  the  health  of  the  town  during  1945.  It  is 
a  brief  report  in  accordance  with  the  request,  once  more  renewed,  of  the  Minister  of 
Health. 

The  POPULATION  of  the  borough  at  the  middle  of  the  year  was  37,630  (Registrar- 
General’s  estimate).  This  is  an  increase  of  1930  over  the  1944  figure,  and  2960  more 
than  the  lowest  figure  we  touched  during  the  war  (in  1942) .  At  the  end  of  the  first 
quarter  of  the  present  year  (1946)  the  Registrar-General’s  estimate  was  40,330,  which  is 
very  nearly  up  to  our  1939  population  of  40,540. 

Live  BIRTHS  numbered  556,  86  of  which  were  illegitimate,  giving  a  birth-rate  of 
14.8  per  1000  of  population.  England  and  Wales  had  a  birth-rate  of  16.1,  and  the  148 
smaller  towns  19.2.  Our  birth-rate  is  comparatively  low  because  of  the  high  proportion 
of  elderly  people  who  live  in  the  town. 

The  continuous  fall  in  the  birth-rate  which  has  occurred  in  this  country  during 
recent  times  is  now  the  subject  of  detailed  inquiry,  which  may  shew  how  far  it  is  to  be 
attributed  to  one  cause  or  another,  such  as  social  insecurity,  housing  difficulties,  love  of 
pleasure,  or  even  fear  of  maternity  arising  from  excessive  propaganda.  Whatever  be 
the  cause,  the  fact  remains  that,  although  the  death-rate  is  still  below  the  birth-rate, 
we  are  on  the  eve  of  a  decline  in  the  population.  At  present  we  are  an  ageing  population  ; 
in  1881,  for  every  person  over  60  there  were  6  under  20,  whereas  to-day  there  are  only 
about  2.  At  the  moment  the  true  position  is  masked  by  the  survival  of  the  older  people  ; 
but  when  these  old  people  die  in  growing  numbers  as  in  due  course  they  will,  then  the 
death-rate  will  rise  and  the  population  will  fall. 

With  regard  to  maintenance  of  the  population,  the  significant  figure  is  not  the  birth¬ 
rate,  but  the  fertility  rate,  which  is  the  ratio  of  the  number  of  female  children  born  to 
the  number  of  women  of  reproductive  age.  Our  grandmothers  produced  girl  babies  at 
the  rate  of  150  to  100  women  of  reproductive  age  ;  our  sisters  produce  them  at  the  rate 
of  only  75.  That  is  to  say,  this  country  is  not  reproducing  itself.  It  has  not  done  so 
for  the  last  twenty  years. 

DEATHS  of  Scarborough  people.  numbered  638,  giving  a  crude  death-rate  of  17.0 
per  1,000  population.  Correcting  this  for  the  sex  and  age  constitution  of  our  popu¬ 
lation  by  means  of  the  Registrar-General’s  comparability  factor  (which  is  now  a  little 
out  of  date)  we  get  a  corrected  death-rate  of  13.8.  The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales 
was  11.4,  and  for  the  148  smaller  towns  12.3.  The  chief  causes  of  death  were  diseases  of 

the  heart  and  circulation  (287),  cancer  (82),  and  intracranial  vascular  lesions  (69). 

These  are  diseases  which  chiefly  affect  elderly  people,  and  therefore  tend  to  become  com¬ 
moner  with  the  increasing  age  of  the  population.  Figures  lately  published  from  the 

Registrar-General’s  Office  shew  that,  account  being  taken  of  the  growing  proportion  of 
elderly  people,  cancer  mortality  in  women  passed  its  peak  before  1935,  and  has  fallen 
slowly  but  consistently  since  1938.  Male  mortality  also  shews  signs  of  reaching  its  ' 
maximum,  if  it  has  not  already  done  so.  Mortality  from  cancer  in  some  sites  has 

fallen,  in  others  it  has  risen,  the  latter  being  more  than  balanced  by  the  former. 

The  number  of  deaths  under  one  vear  was  30,  giving  an  infant  mortality  rate  of 
54  per  1,000  live  births.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  46,  and  for  the  148  smaller 
towns  43.  Fifteen  of  the  deaths  occurred  at  ages  under  4  weeks,  and  fifteen  at  ages 

between  4  weeks  and  1  year,  giving  a  rate  of  27  in  each  case.  Among  the  former  were 

6  deaths  from  premature  birth.  During  the  last  5  years  the  average  annual  number  of 
deaths  from  premature  birth  has  been  7.  Better  ante-natal  care  should  result  in  a 
reduction.  Special  provision  for  these  infants  has  been  made  in  the  Maternity  Department 
at  the  Hospital,  and  last  year  one  premature  infant  was  admitted  to  the  Ward.  Among 

the  deaths  between  4  weeks  and  1  year,  were  8  from  pneumonia.  The  association  of 

respiratory  disease  with  bad  housing  conditions  is  well  known  ;  this  is  an  instance  of  the 
effect  of  poor  and  crowded  houses  on  the  public  health. 
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The  following  table  shews  average  infant  mortality  rates  for  the  past  25  years  in 
5-yearly  periods  : — 


INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE. 


Scarborough 

*  England  and  Wales 

*  148  Smaller 

1920-24 

69 

77 

75 

1925-29 

62 

71 

68 

1930-34 

57 

63 

58 

1935-39 

59 

55 

51 

1940-44 

48 

52 

49 

1945 

54 

46 

43 

*  Approximate  figures. 


Towns 


These  figures,  though  they  are  falling  slowly,  are  not  nearly  so  good  as  obtain 
in  some  other  countries  ;  for  example  in  New  York  the  rate  has  been  brought  down 
to  less  than  30. 


Therg  were  again  two  maternal  deaths  during  the  year,  one  from  sepsis  and  one 
from  other  maternal  causes.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  round  about  2  per 
1000  live  and  still  births,  so  that  two  deaths  for  our  600  or  so  births  a  year  is  on  the 
high  side. 

THE  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES  continued  on  the  estab¬ 
lished  lines.  The  number  of  Scarborough  maternity,  including  ante-natal,  cases  admitted 
to  the  Corporation  Maternity  Ward  at  the  hospital,  the  County  Maternity  Home,  or  to 
a  Nursing  Home  under  the  Corporation  Scheme,  was  290.  There  were  also  25  admis¬ 
sions  from  outside  the  borough,  making  a  total  of  315.  In  1944  there  were  404  admissions. 

The  rise  in  the  birth  rate  this  year  (1946)  has  made  it  very  difficult  to  meet  the 
demand  for  maternity  beds,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  only  medical  reasons  or  unsuitable 
home  conditions  are  accepted  as  grounds  for  admission. 

The  Corporation  has  informed  the  Board  of  Management  of  the  Hospital  of  their 
view  that  when  the  hospital  is  enlarged,  as  is  proposed,  50  maternity  beds  should  be 
provided  instead  of  the  present  12,  in  order  to  provide  for  the  needs  of  Scarborough  and 
large  surrounding  district,  with  a  combined  population  of  80,000. 


The  District  Nursing  Association  has  continued  to  be  responsible  for  the  dom¬ 
iciliary  midwifery  in  the  town,  receiving  an  increased  subsidy  from  the  Corporation  to 
meet  the  rise  in  salaries  of  their  midwives. 

The  growing  use  of  the  Ante-natal  and  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  has  made  heavy 
demands  on  the  staff.  Since  the  close  of  the  year  the  Health  Visitors  have  been 
increased  from  2|  to  3  in  number,  to  enable  them  to  do  more  home  visiting. 

No  notifiable  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  was  unduly  prevalent  during  the  year, 
but  there  was  an  epidemic  of  mild  measles  in  the  Spring — 272  cases  with  no  deaths. 


I  would  draw  special  attention  to  the  fact  that  it  is  now,  at  the  date  of  writing 
(August,  1946)  two  years  since  there  was  a  civilian  case  of  diphtheria  notified  in 
Yarborough.  The  solitary  case  notified  last  year  was  a  soldier  at  Burniston  Barracks. 
The  following  record  of  notifications  since  1920  sets  our  present  freedom  against  its 
background  : — 

Annual  Notifications. 


1920-24 

1925-29 

1930-34 

1935-39 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 


57 

41 

80 

55 

53 

28 

37 

12 

4 

0 


(average) 


Immunisation  against  diphtheria  was  begun  in  Scarborough  in  1932.  During  recent 
vears  it  has  made  great  headway,  and  today  the  proportion  of  children  under  school  leav¬ 
ing  age  who  have  been  immunised  stands  at  70%.  To  this  fact  must  be  attributed  our 
two  years  freedom  from  the  disease.  It  would  be  too  much  to  hope  that  we  shall 
have  no  more  diphtheria,  but,  provided  that  immunisation  figures  continue  to  rise,  it  is 
safe  to  say  that  we  shall  have  nothing  to  cause  us  anxiety. 


The  report,  largely  statistical,  gives  a  fair  idea  of  the  work  of  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  ;  but  as  an  index  of  the  health  of  the  community  the  customary  statistics  make 
but  a  poor  yard-stick.  They  tell  us  how  many  births  occur,  and  how  many  deaths  at 
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different  ages,  and  so  on,  but  about  sickness  (except  infectious  diseases)  and  especially 
about  health,  they  tell  us  very  little.  The  Registrar  General’s  department  has  recently 
been  giving  us  some  figures  shewing  the  amount  of  sickness  there  is  in  the  community. 
It  appears  that  of  persons  aged  16  64  (the  working  years  of  life)  the  proportion  who  go 

sick  with  some  illness,  ailment  or  injury  in  a  month  amounts  to  roughly  20%  in  the 
summer  and  30%  in  the  winter.  Four-fifths  of  these  suffer  from  minor  or  ill-defined  ail¬ 
ments,  the  rest— 4%  to  6%  of  the  whole— from  a  moderate,  serious  or  fatal  illness.  These 
figures  of  course  take  no  account  of  unrecorded  ailments 

The  workers  at  the  Pioneer  Health  Centre  at  Peckham,  found  that  90%  of  their 
members,  aged  5  75,  had  something  the  matter  with  them  when  they  joined,  about  two- 
thirds  of  them  being  quite  unaware  of  the  fact,  while  of  those  who  were  so  aware, 
less  than  half  were  doing  anything  about  it.  In  short,  three-quarters  of  the  members 
were  in  need  of  treatment  and  were  not  getting  it.  All  this,  and  how  the  centre  is 
dealing  with  it,  is  clearly  set  out  in  “  The  Peckham  Experiment  ”  by  Drs.  Pearse  and 
Crocker,  published  by  George  Allen  &  Unwin,  a  book  which  all  who  have  any  respons¬ 
ibility  for  our  Health  Services  would  do  well  to  read.  It  reveals  a  state  of  affairs 
which  neither  health  departments  nor  practising  doctors  are  in  a  position  to  cope  with. 
Nor  does  the  so-called  Health  Bill  propose  to  do  anything  about  it,  beyond  making  new 
arrangements  for  the  medical  treatment  of  the  minor  proportion  of  the  ailing  who 
seek  treatment.  The  Peckham  work,  begun  twenty  years  ago,  has  now  passed  the 
experimental  stage.  It  is  real  “  Social  Medicine  ”  (the  new  fashionable  term)  and 
points  the  way  for  us  all.  Work  on  the  same  lines  is  already  being  started  in  one 
or  two  other  places.  It  will  no  doubt  continue  to  spread. 

The  work  of  the  Health  and  School  Medical  departments  has  grown  very  much 
during  my  thirty-three  years  in  office.  The  staff,  of  course,  has  grown  too,  and  would 
have  grown  still  more,  had  we  not  whenever  possible  associated  non-official  agencies  wi; 
the  work.  The  Scarborough  District  Nursing  Association,  for  example,  is  subsidised  bv 
the  Corporation  to  conduct  the  domiciliary  midwifery  of  the  town,  a  very  satisfactory 
arrangement  in  every  way.  Again,  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic,  which  serves  the  adjacent 
parts  of  the  North  and  East  Ridings,  is  administered  by  the  Scarborough  Council  of 
Social  Welfare,  with  the  aid  of  grants  from  the  Corporation  and  the  County  Council 
There  are  two  advantages  in  thus  making  use  of  outside  help.  One  is  that  the  public 
is  brought  into  closer  touch  with  the  health  services,  which  have  such  an  intimate  con¬ 
cern  for  them.  The  better  they  understand  those  services,  the  more  they  will  co-operate 
and  the  more  they  will  get  out  of  them.  The  other  advantage  is  that  some  check  is 
thereby  put  on  the  process  of  adding  official  to  official,  which  new  legislation  constantly 
enforces  on  local  authorities.  Perhaps,  now  that  our  young  men  are  to  be  conscripted 
T1"  wormen  wiI1  demand  the  same  privilege  :  if  so,  those  who  choose  to  serve  in 

the  child  welfare  and  school  medical  departments  will  gain  very  valuable  experience. 

There  is  one  further  matter  to  which  I  should  like  to  draw  attention.  Great 
improvements  have  been  brought  about  in  this  country  in  what  is  called  environmental 
hygiene,  i.e.,  purification  of  water  supplies,  protection  of  food  against  adulteration,  dis¬ 
posal  of  sewage  and  refuse,  clearance  of  slums,  and  so  on.  But  one  thing  has’ been 
strangely  neglected,  namely  the  purification  of  the  air  we  breathe.  To  breathe  a  smoke 
contaminated  atmosphere  is  undoubtedly  injurious  to  health.  The  domestic  grate  is  the 
chief,  offender,  and  now  is  the  time,  when  so  mirh  new  housing  is  on  the  way,  to  attend 
to  this  matter.  Greatly  improved  methods  of  d  mestic  heating  are  available. 

As  this  is  my  last  report,  I  should  like  to  thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and 
Gentlemen,  for  the  consideration  and  support  which  I  have  always  received  from  you 
and  also  to  pay  my  tribute  to  the  staffs  of  the  Health  and  School  Medical  departments 
for  all  their  unstinted  and  invaluable  work  while  I  have  been  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

I  am, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

S.  FOX  LINTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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BOROUGH  OF  SCARBOROUGH 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


(A)  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


POPULATION. 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  (mid-year)  37,630  ;  this  is  1930  more  than  the  estimate 
for  1944. 


BIRTHS. 

LIVE  BIRTHS. 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


MALE 

FEMALE 

TOTAL 

244 

226 

470 

43 

43 

86 

287 

269 

556 

BIRTH-RATE  ...  14.8 

STILL-BIRTHS 


MALE 

8 


rate  per  1,000  live  births 


DEATHS 

DEATH-RATE  ...  17.0 

,,  ,,  (corrected) 


MALE 

297 


13.8 


FEMALE 

9 

30.6 


FEMALE 

341 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers  . 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 
Scarlet  fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  . 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 
Syphilitic  diseases 
Influenza 
Measles 

Acute  polio-myelitis  and  polio-encephalitis 

Acute  influenzal  encephalitis  ...  . 

Cancer  of  mouth  and  oesojphagus  (M)  uterus  (F)  . 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . 

Cancer  of  breast  ...  ...  *1(. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  . 

Diabetes 

Intracanial  vascular  lesions 
Heart  diseases 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Other  respiratory  diseases 
Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  ... 

Diarrhoea  under  two  years 
Appendicitis 

Other  digestive  diseases  .  . 

Nephritis 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis 
Other  maternal  causes 

Premature  birth  ...  ...  •••  ••• 

Congenital  malformation  ;  birth  injuries  ;  infantile 
diseases 
Suicide 

Road  traffic  accidents 
Other  violent  causes 
All  other  causes 


MALE 


1 


12 

4 

2 


4 

3 

27 

4 

18 

125 

14 

13 

11 

3 

4 

1 

7 

5 


3 

5 

3 

2 

5 

21 


TOTALS  297 


TOTAL 

17 


TOTAL 

638 


FEMALE 


12 

2 


6 

4 

12 

26 

1 

51 

135 

13 

11 

9 

3 

1 

1 

10 

5 
1 
1 

3 

5 

2 

4 
8 

15 


341 
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INFANT  MORTALITY. 


Number  of  deaths  under  1  year  ...  30 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  54 

This  is  rather  higher  than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales,  which  was  46. 

At  ages  under  4  weeks  we  had  15  deaths  (including  6  from  premature  birth),  and 
at  ages  4  weeks  to  1  year  15  deaths,  giving  a  rate  of  27  in  each  case. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

Deaths  from  puerperal  sepsis  ...  ...  1 

Deaths  from  other  puerperal  causes  1 

There  is  nothing  out  of  the  way  in  these  figures,  but  mortality  rates  based  on 
them  would  be  of  little  significance. 

(B)  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

MATERNITY  BEDS. 

Number  of  admissions  were  as  follows  : — 

Maternity  Ward,  Scarborough  Hospital  240 

County  Maternity  Home  ...  ...  67 

Dybdale  Nursing  Home  ...  ...  7 

Stamford  House  Nursing  Home  ...  1 

#  Admissions  to  the  Maternity  Ward  included  25  from  outside  the  borough.  They 
also  included  35  admissions  for  ante-natal,  2  for  post-natal  treatment,  and  1  premature 
baby  sent  in  without  its  mother.  There  were  2  maternal  deaths,  and  15  infant  deaths  in 
the  Ward,  including  7  from  prematurity.  Births  in  the  Ward  numbered  202  including 
7  still-births.  s 


MATERNITY  CLINICS. 

Throughout  the  year  weekly  ante-natal  and  post-natal  clinics  were  held  by  Dr. 
Cameron. 


Miss  Ealing,  the  Borough  Consultant  in  Obstetrics  and  Gynaecology,  held  monthly 
ante-natal  and  monthly  post-natal  consultant  clinics,  and  also  a  monthly  gynaecological 
clinic  ;  patients  found  to  be  in  need  of  operative  treatment  for  gynaecological  conditions 
were  admitted  to  a  nursing  home  under  Miss  Ealing’s  care  ;  they  contributed  to  the  cost 
according  to  an  income  scale.  During  the  year  42  patients  were  admitted  to  the  Stam¬ 
ford  House  Nursing  Home  for  operation.  This  service  was  begun  in  May  1941,  and 
the  use  made  of  it  shews  that  it  meets  a  need. 

The  total  numbers  of  women  who  attended  at  these  Clinics  during  the  vear  were 
432  ante-natal  and  79  post-natal.  J 


MIDWIVES. 

The  Corporation  subsidises  the  Scarborough  and  District  Nursing  Association  to 
prcmde  domiciliary  midwifery  in  the  town.  During  the  year  the  Association  midwives 
attended  131  cases  as  midwives  and  35  as  maternity  nurses. 

.™s  Vs  a  very  satisfactory  arrangement  and  the  Corporation  is  indebted  to  the 
Association  for  the  excellent  service  they  provide. 


CONSULTATIONS. 

r.he  services  of  Miss  Ealing,  the  Borough  Consultant  in  obstetrics,  were  available 
at  all  times  for  any  doctor  in  doubt  or  difficulty  with  a  maternity  case. 

CHILD  WELFARE. 


Weekly  clinics  at  Crescent  House  and  Seamer  Road,  continued  throughout  the 
with  large  attendances,  the  numbers  who  attended  being: — 

Under  1  year .  388 

Over  1  year  .  2138 


year, 


they 

paid 


The  Health  Visitors  (2  full  time  and  1  half-time)  did  as  much  home  visiting  as 
could,  but  work  at  the  Centre  takes  more  of  their  time  than  it  used  to  Thev 
44  visits  to  expectant  mothers,  and  5216  to  children  under  5.  y 
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Since  the  close  of  the  year  the  staff  of  Health  Visitors  has  been  increased  to 
3  full-time.  This  will  make  it  possible  for  more  home  visiting  to  be  done. 

The  weekly  orthopaedic  clinic  was  held  by  the  Sister  from  the  Adela  Shaw 
Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Kirbymoorside.  The  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  attends  this  once  a 
month.  , 

One  child  was  admitted  to  the  Orthopaedic  Hospital  during  the  year  at  the  cost 
of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee. 


(C)  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Numbers  of  notified  cases  (civilians  only)  were  as  follows : — 


Scarlet  Fever 

•  «  • 

59 

Whooping  Cough 

•  .  . 

31 

Diphtheria 

•  .  . 

0 

Measles 

•  .  . 

272 

Acute  Pneumonia 

•  •  » 

4 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

•  •  • 

8 

Erysipelas 

•  .  • 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelties 

•  .  . 

1 

Para-Typhoid  Fever 

... 

1 

Admissions  to  the  Sanatorium  (civilians  and  non- 

-civilians)  were  : — 

Scarlet  Fever 

54 

Measles 

... 

21 

Rubella  (German  Measles) 

... 

11 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

.  •  • 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

•  .  . 

4 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

... 

1 

Dysentery 

... 

1 

Diphtheria  (non-civilian) 

.  •  . 

1 

Chicken  Pox 

•  e  . 

5 

Mumps 

... 

8 

Enteritis 

... 

2 

Vincents  Angina 

... 

2 

Dermatitis 

... 

2 

Acute  Tonsilitis 

... 

7 

Croup 

... 

1 

Observation 

... 

3 

Scabies  and  Impetigo  ... 

•  •  • 

21 

Quinsy 

.  .  . 

1 

Pyelitis 

.  .  . 

1 

147 


The  numbers  of  children  who  completed  a  course  of  immunisation  against  diphtheria 
during  the  year  were : — 

Under  5  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  438 

5-14  years  ...  ...  ...  83 

The  immunising  agent  used  is  T.A.F.  given  in  three  fortnightly  injections.  Every 
child  treated  is  subsequently  tested,  and  if  found  not  immune,  is  given  a  further  two 
injections  of  A.P.T.  with  a  months  interval  between  them.  About  2%  of  children  are 
found  to  need  this  further  treatment. 


(D)  WATER  SUPPLY. 


Scarborough  has  an  abundant  supply  of  water  lying  underground  close  at  hand  in 
the  rocks  of  the  middle  oolitic  strata.  There  are  three  pumping  Stations,  Irton  (the 
main  one),  Osgodby  (maintained  as  a  standby),  and  Cayton  Bay.  The  capacity  of  the 
Irton  Station  is  more  than  four  million  gallons  a  day.  The  water  here  is  coagulated 
and  filtered  and  then  chlorinated  so  as  to  leave  not  more  than  0.15  parts  chlorine  per 
million  in  the  water  as  supplied.  The  water  at  Cayton  Bay  needs  no  treatment. 
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IRTON. 


Regular  full  bacteriological  examinations  were  made  of  the  unfiltered  and  of  the 
filtered  water — the  results  are  summarised  in  the  following  table  : — 


No.  of 

Examinations 

(1) 

No.  of 
colonies  on 
agar  in  3 
days  at  22  c 

(2) 

No.  of 
colonies  on 
agar  in  2 
days  at  37  c 

'  (3) 

No.  of 
coliform 
organisms 
in  100  c.c. 

(4) 

Presence  of 
bacillus 
welchii 
in  250  c.c. 

(5) 

Unfiltered  water 

10 

32-1140 

8-500 

17-90 

Present  9  times 

Filtered  water 

12 

4-320 

2-200 

0-13 

Absent  12  times 

The  chlorinated  water  as  supplied  was  examined  regularly  throughout  the  year  for 
the  presence  of  bacillus  coli,  the  samples  being  taken  from  premises  in  all  parts  of  the 
town.  Bacillus  coli  was  absent  from  100  c.c.  on  95  occasions,  and  present  (2  in 
100  c.c.)  on  3  occasions. 

CAYTON  BAY. 


Four  full  examinations  during  the  year  showed: — 


(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

•  -T-  -  -  ■  _c._ 

(5) 

5 

6—28 

2—26 

0—13 

absent 

OSGODBY. 

Three  full  examinations  gave  : — 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

4 

44—920 

4—288 

0—3 

absent 

SWIMMING  POOLS. 

The  North  and  South  Bay  pools  were  kept  under  bacteriological  observatk. 
throughout  the  season.  The  findings  were  in  general  very  satisfactory,  coliform  organ¬ 
isms  being  either  absent,  or  present  in  very  small  numbers  (1 — 2  per  c.c.)  14  out  of 
18  times  in  the  North  Bay  and  8  out  of  9  times  in  the  South  Bay.  This  is  remark¬ 
able  in  view  of  the  usual  crowded  state  of  the  North  Bay  pool. 


(E)  HOUSING. 

Three  new  houses  were  completed  during  the  year. 

Five  houses  recommended  for  demolition  were  dealt  with.  In  two  cases  demolition 
orders  were  made.  One  house  was  made  fit,  and  undertakings  were  accepted  from  the 
owners  that  the  other  two  houses  would  no  longer  be  used  for  human  habitation. 


A  Closing  Order  was  recommended  and  made  in  the  case  of  one  house. 

1.  INSPECTIONS  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1945 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  Act,  1936  or  Housing  Act,  1936)  ...  ...  1401 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  1756 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1)  above) 

which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936  3 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  10 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  3 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 

preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  ah  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ...  .  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  104 
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2.  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF 
FORMAL  NOTICES 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  68 


3.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE  YEAR 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Sections,  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  repairs  ...  . 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service  of 

formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  . 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respecr  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  ser¬ 

vice  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  . 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . 

C—  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  orders 

were  made  ...  ...  . 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 

orders 

D. — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 
having  been  rendered  fit  . 

4.  HOUSING  ACT,  1936,  PART  IV.  OVERCROWDING:— 


B. 

C. 


(1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  the  year . 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  . 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year 

(1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  . 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 


104 

15 


2 


1 


221 

244 

964 

7 

11 

60 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

to  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


Sir, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  detailing 
Sanitary  Inspectors  during  the  year  1945. 


the  work  of  the 


5  5 
5  > 
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SAM!  ITAH Y  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Complaints  investigated 

Inspections  of  houses  and  premises  (general) 

Re-inspections  and  re-visits  (general) 

Inspections  made  under  Housing  Act,  1936 

,,  under  Factories  and  Workshop  Act,  1937 

,,  of  workplaces 

,,  of  bakehouses 

,,  of  offensive  trade  premises 

,,  ,,  under  Food  and  Drug  Act,  1938 

,,  ,,  of  ice  cream  premises 

,,  ,,  under  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919 

,,  ,,  under  Rent  Restriction  Acts  (applications  for 

certificates) 

Inspections  made  of  shipping  ... 

,,  ,,  of  •  slaughterhouses 

,,  ,,  under  the  Public  Plealth  (Meat  Regulations)  (1924) 

,,  ,,  of  dairies,  cowsheds  and  milkshops 

,,  ,,  of  common  lodging  houses 

,,  ,,  of  tents,  vans  and  sheds 

,,  ,,  of  restaurant  kitchens 

Drains  tested 

Inspections  of  .market  and  fish  piers 
Visits  re  enquiries  into  infectious  cases 

NOTICES  SERVED. 

Informal  notices  (Public  Health  Act,  1936) 

,,  ,,  (Housing  Act,  1936) 

Statutory  notices  (Public  Health  Act,  1936) 

,,  ,,  (Plousing  Act,  1936') 

,,  ,,  (Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926) 

,,  ,,  (Factories  Act,  1937) 

,,  ,,  (Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938) 


1319 

1854 

782 

3 

83 

73 

65 

24 
207 

25 
3175 


627 

170 

248 

52 

27 

161 

52 

48 

56 


219 

56 


SUMMARY  IN  DETAIL  OF  WORK  CARRIED 
NOTICES. 


OUT  AFTER  THE  SERVICE  OF 


Drains  unstopped  and  repaired,  etc .  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Water  closets  repaired,  lighted  and  ventilated  ...  ...  ...  9 

Slopstones  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Houses  and  scullery  roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Skylights  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Wash  coppers  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Eavespouts  and  fallspouts  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Damp  walls  treated  with  damp  resisting  material  ...  ...  ...  2 

External  walls  repointed,  rendered  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  15 

House  floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Doors  and  door  jambs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Windows  and  other  woodwork  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Walls  and  ceilings  plastered  and  attic  ceilings  underdrawn  ...  11 

Yards  and  passages,  re-paved  or  asphclted  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Pat  infested  premises  dealt  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Yards  and  passages  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Cooking  ranges  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Animals  so  kept  as  to  be  a  nuisance  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Dirty  dwellinghouses  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

There  were  thirty-six  notices  outstanding  on  the  books  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
In  the  majority  of  instances,  the  work  was  either  in  hand  or  the  orders  had  been  given 
for  the  work  to  be  done. 
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COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 


There  was  one  registered  common  lodging  house.  The  number  of  beds  occupied 
was  as  follows  : — 

Men  . .  ...  4569 

Women  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Children  .  — 

The  general  conditions  of  cleanliness  and  management  have  been  good. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  were  three  offensive  trade  businesses  established  enumerated  as  follows  : — 

Gut  scrapers  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tripe  boilers  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Total  ...  3 

All  were  conducted  satisfactorily. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938,  SECTION  14.  MANUFACTURE  AND/OR  SALE 
OF  ICE  CREAM,  AND  THE  PREPARATION  OF  PRESERVED  FOODS,  ETC 

There  were  ninety-five  premises  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  two 
hundred  and  twenty-two  inspections  were  made.  Special  attention  was  given  to  the 
maintenance  of  cleanliness  of  the  utensils,  also  to  the  soundness  of  the  materials  used. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

Cowkeepers  and  purveyors  of  milk  on  the  register  were  as  follows  : — 


Cowkeepers  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Wholesale  dealers  ...  ...  ...  25 

Retail  purveyors  who  retail  within 

the  Borough  but  reside  outside  ...  21 

Number  of  registered  dairies  ...  35 

Purveyors  of  bottled  milk  only  ...  37 


There  were  three  dairymen  discontinued  business  and  one  added  to  the  register. 
A  total  number  of  two  hundred  and  forty-eight  visits  of  inspection  were  made. 

SAMPLES  PROCURED  FOR  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION,  ETC. 


No.  of 

Samples 

Taken  Article  Result  of  Examination. 

21  Undesignated  B.  Coli  absent  from  100  c.c.  ...  ...  ...  19 

Milk  B.  Coli  present  in  100  c.c.  ...  ...  ...  2 

Low  bacteria  count  ...  ...  ...  •••  21 

High  bacteria  count  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

62  T.T.  milk  Satisfied  Methylene  Blue  test  ...  ...  ...  51 

Failed  to  satisfy  M.  Blue  test  ...  ...  ...  11 

Satisfied  Coliform  test  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Failed  to  satisfy  Coliform  test  ...  ...  ...  12 

12  Accredited  milk  Satisfied  Methylene  Blue  test  ...  ...  ...  10 

Failed  to  satisfy  M.  Blue  test  ...  ...  ...  2 

Satisfied  Coliform  test  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Failed  to  satisfv  Coliform  test  ...  ...  ...  2 

82  Pasteurised  milk  Satisfied  prescribed  test  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

Failed  to  satisfy  prescribed  test  ...  ...  ...  4 

19  Designated  and  Biological — Negative  for  tuberculosis  ...  ...  18 

undesignated  Biological — Positive  for  tuberculosis  ...  ...  1 

milks 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER,  1936-1943. 

The  number  of  licenses  issued  to  use  the  Special  Designations  was  as  follows : — 

Tuberculin  Tested 
Accredited 
Pasteurised 


10 


11 

1 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 


Fifty  samples  were  procured  and 

submitted  to  the  Analyst  for  analysis,  as 

under : — 

Articles 

Genuine. 

Not  of  the  nature 
and  substance  of 
the  article  demanded. 

Total. 

Milk  . 

40 

2 

42 

Margarine 

1 

!:■ — =:  o 

1 

Sausages 

2 

— 

2 

Ice  Cream 

3 

;  '  ,i  -•  &  T  Z:  r 

3 

Milk  Powder 

— 

1 

1 

Orange  juice 

1 

1 

Totals 

47 

3 

50 

Two  samples  of  milk  and  one  sample  of  milk 

powder  were  certified 

as  being 

unsatisfactory,  the  results  of  the  analysis 

and  action  were  as  follows  : — 

Article  and 
Sample  No. 
Milk,  12 
Milk  Powder,  32 
Milk.  34 


Adulteration. 
Fat  deficient  32% 
Faulty  manufacture 
Added  water  2.7% 


Action  taken. 

Informal  sample.  Later  samples  satisfactory. 
Returned  to  manufacturers. 

Informal  sample.  Later  samples  satisfactory. 


MANUFACTURE  AND  SALE  OF  ICE  CREAM.  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

There  were  ten  persons  on  the  regist  er.  Twenty-five  visits  of  inspection  were 
made.  In  several  instances,  verbal  notices  were  given  to  cleanse  the  premises,  but  the 
utensils  and  plant  were  generally  found  to  be  satisfactory.  Seven  specimens  of  ice 
cream  were  examined  with  the  following  results:  — 


Low  bacteria  count  ...  ...  ...  6 

High  bacteria  count  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bacillus  coli  absent  from  1/100  c.c.  2 

Bacillus  coli  present  in  1/100  c.c.  ...  5 


Eight  samples  of  ingredients  used  in  the  manufacture  were  taken  with  the  following 
results  : — 


Bacillus  Coli 
absent 

Bacillus  Coli 
present 

— **  ^ 

4  samples  milk  powder  ... 

.  4 

— 

1  sample  sugar 

1 

— 

1  sample  gelatine  ... 

— 

1 

2  samples  flour 

. . .  ...  - 

2 

Total 

.  5 

3 

MEAT  INSPECTION. 

The  whole  of  the  slaughtering  was  carried  out  at  the  Government  Slaughterhouse, 
Wrea  Lane.  These  premises  are  old  and  badly  arranged,  and  require  very  close  atten¬ 
tion  to  maintain  them  in  a  reasonably  satisfactory  condition  It  has  frequently  been 

necessary  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Manager  to  the  dirty  condition  of  the  walls,  floors, 
doors,  and  woodwork  generally.  The  premises  need  alteration  and  to  be  re-arranged 
so  that,  starting  from  the  fasthouse,  beasts  are  slaughtered  in  the  adjoining  room  and 
then,  by  means  of  an  opening  in  the  wall  and  overhead  rail,  the  carcases  can  be  re¬ 
moved  without  handling,  to  a  cooling  room.  During  the  year,  a  quantity  of  meat  was 
found  to  be  heated  and  unfit  for  human  food  for  want  of  a  proper  cooling  room  apart 
from  the  slaughtering  room. 


MEAT  REGULATIONS. 

One  hundred  and  seventy  inspections  were  made  of  shops  and  stores  where  meat 
was  kept  or  stored.  The  premises  as  a  whole  were  found  to  be  reasonably  clean 
and  well  kept.  The  chief  reason  for  complaint  was  lack  of  a  proper  receptacle  for 
bones  and  waste  scraps. 
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FOOD  INSPECTION 


The  following  articles,  being  unfit  for  human  food,  have  been  surrendered  by  the 
owners  for  the  purpose  of  destruction  : 


Articles 

Weight 

—  Tons  cwts. 

sts. 

lbs. 

46  Beast  carcases 

7 

5 

0 

5 

33  Sheep  and  lamb  carcases 

11 

2 

12 

12  Pig  carcases 

11 

1 

8 

Beef  (parts  of  carcases)  ... 

17 

0 

10 

Mutton  (parts  of  carcases) 

3  • 

2 

Pork 

4 

7 

11 

Beast  offal 

8 

17 

2 

3 

Sheep  offal 

6 

2 

9 

Pig  offal 

5 

0 

6 

Various  foods 

4 

8 

7 

8 

Eggs — 3,069 

Total 

... 

23 

7 

5 

4 

All  condemned  meat  and  offal 

was  removed 

and  rendered 

down 

for  commercial 

tallow. 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle, 

excluding 

Cows  Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

3166 

454 

1759 

12297 

438 

Number  inspected 

3166 

454 

1759 

12297 

438 

All  diseases  except  Tubercu¬ 
losis.  Whole  carcases 

condemned 

3 

27 

3 

38 

10 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

412 

14 

685 

73 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  dis¬ 
ease  other  than  Tuberculosis 

7.13 

.2 

1.1 

7.5 

Tuberculosis  only.  Whole 

carcases  condemned 

3 

17 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

355 

9 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

Tuberculosis 

11.2% 

— 

— 

.03% 

1.  INSPECTIONS  OF  FACTORIES  AND  WORKPLACES. 


Premises. 

Inspections. 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories  (mechanical  and  non-mechanical) 
Workplaces  (other  than  outworkers’ 

53 

3 

— 

premises) 

73 

9 

— 

Total 

126 

12 

— • 

2.  DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES  AND  WORKPLACES. 


Particulars. 

Found 

No.  of  Defects 

Referred  to 

H.M.  No.  of 

Remedied  Inspector  Prosecutions 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health 

Act, 

1936 

Want  of  cleanliness 

•  .  • 

3 

3 

— .  — 

Want  of  ventilation 

... 

— 

— 

—  — 

Overcrowding 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

—  — 

Want  of  drainage  to  floors 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

—  — 

Other  Nuisances 

•  •  • 

7 

7 

—  — 

Sanitary  accommodation — 

Insufficient 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

—  . — 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

—  — 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

—  — 

Total 

•  • 

.  12 

12 

—  — 

12 


REGISTERED  FACTORIES. 

Total  number  of  factories  on  Register  73 

OTHER  MATTERS. 


Particulars.  Number. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1937  (Section  114) 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector  as  remediable  under  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  but  not  under  the  Factories  and  Workshop  Act,  1937 
Report  of  action  taken  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector. 

Other  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

Underground  bakehouses  (Sec.  53),  in  use  at  the  end  of  year  (including  factory 

bakehouses)  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919. 


Sustained  efforts  were  continued  for  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice.  There  were 
seven  hundred  and  eleven  complaints  received  and  three  thousand,  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  inspections  made  ;  advice  and  assistance  were  given  in  each  instance.  The 
Corporation  Tip  and  all  allotments  were  baited  monthly,  and  the  sewers  were  baited  from 
time  to  time. 


There  were  three  rodent  operatives  fully  occupied  in  making  a  thorough  invest¬ 
igation  of  all  premises  known  to  be  or  suspected  of  harbouring  rats.  Their  services 
have  proved  to  be  of  good  value  in  finding  the  points  of  entrance  and  thus  making  it 
possible  for  the  premises  to  be  made  rat  proof.  The  actual  number  of  bodies  picked  up 
by  the  operatives  after  treatment,  was  four  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  eighty-four, 
including  five  hundred  mice. 


ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 


Infested  Disinfested 


Number  of  Council  houses  3  3 

Number  of  other  houses  ...  10  10 


Infested  dwelling-houses  were  treated  with  sulphur  and  liquid  germicide, 
disinfestation  was  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority. 


All 


I  am,  Sir, 

Yours  obediently, 

REGINALD  H.  STEPHENSON, 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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